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I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

II. CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

a) Regular Meeting, February 11, 2014 

IV. ITEMS FOR DECISION 

a) Historic Marker Application: Graham High School  

b) Consider Applicants for Vacancy 

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS  

a) Local Landmark Designation in Graham  

b) Board Training Opportunity 

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES 

a) Staff Updates 

b) Committee Updates & Commissioner Announcements 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 



ALAMANCE COUNTY HISTORIC PROPERTIES COMMISSION  
DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Tuesday February 11, 2014 

6:00 p.m., Office Annex Conference Room 
 

Members Present 
John Braxton 
Rodney Cheek, Vice Chair 
Bryan Dalton 
Marti Friddle, Chair 
David Mickey 
Laurie Smith 

Members Absent 
Jimmy Ray Cobb Jr. 
Gale Pettiford 
Ida Stephens 
Jennifer Talley 
 

Staff Present 
Aspen Price, Planner 
 
Guests Present 
Ravi Balan 
Jane Iseley 

 
I. Call to Order 

Chair Marti Friddle called the February 11, 2014 meeting of the Alamance County Historic 
Properties Commission to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  Ms. Price completed the roll 
call and confirmed that a quorum of members was present. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes 

Ms. Friddle asked if there were any changes to the minutes. None were suggested. 
Motion: Mr. Cheek made a motion to approve the January 14, 2014 minutes; it was 
seconded by Mr. Dalton. 
Vote: Unanimously approved. 
 

III. New Business 
Review Applicants for Vacancy:  Ms. Price informed the Commission that Pat Bailey’s 
passing created a vacancy, and they had two applicants to consider tonight.  Ms. Price 
stated that Ravi Balan was present, and that they also had an application from Jane Iseley 
but she had not received a confirmation from Ms. Iseley that she would be present at the 
meeting. Ms. Price noted that Ms. Iseley had served on the Commission in the past.  Mr. 
Braxton stated that Ms. Iseley had first started serving on the Commission in the early 
1980’s and she had worked on the cemetery survey at the time. Mr. Cheek added that Ms. 
Iseley had just rotated off the Planning Board. 
 
Ms. Price introduced Ravi Balan and stated that he met with her a few weeks prior to learn 
more about the Historic Properties Commission and what it does.  She stated that he moved 
to this area in the past year because he had family living in Mebane, he works in Durham, 
and he has a great interest in doing something in the community, whether it is with the 
Historic Properties Commission or the Planning Board, and she added that he had 
submitted an application for both.  Ms. Price stated that Mr. Balan has a background in 
hospitality and currently works in financial services. 
 
Ms. Friddle asked Mr. Balan how long he has lived here.  Mr. Balan responded he has lived 
here about a year.  Ms. Smith asked him if he had any architectural background or in 



history.  Mr. Balan stated that he has always been a keen student of history, particularly 
American history.  Ms. Friddle asked Mr. Balan if there was anything else he wanted to tell 
the Commission. Mr. Balan responded that he worked in hospitality for about fifteen years, 
and while he and his wife have wanted to move to the area for about five years now, they 
were finally able to make it happen this last year.  Mr. Balan stated that he was very 
grateful for all the things that they enjoy in this community, and has felt strongly since they 
got here that to understand it even better that he needed to get involved, it is something 
that he feels very passionate about.  Mr. Balan stated that he sees a tremendous 
opportunity in this role, that there are different ways to create awareness of the rich 
culture and the heritage that the county has. Ms. Friddle thanked Mr. Balan for his interest. 
 
Ms. Price noted that Ms. Iseley had entered the room during the discussion.  She stated that 
Ms. Iseley has lived in Alamance County for 54 years, she lives in the Morton township, she 
is an architectural photographer with many books published, and she served previously on 
the HPC.  Ms. Friddle stated that she understood Ms. Iseley has a farm.  Ms. Iseley affirmed 
that she lives on a farm in the northern end of the county that has been in her family since 
1790.  She added that she did serve on the Historic Properties Commission back in the 
1980s when she first came back from Colonial Williamsburg, where she worked for ten 
years.  She stated that she is currently working on her 38th architectural photography book 
in Charleston this winter.  
 
Ms. Iseley stated that she had unfinished business with this Commission that she is anxious 
to revisit.  She said that the Commission worked on a cemetery survey in the early eighties, 
which she spent a year working on in her area, north of the railroad track and west of 
Highway 62, and they found over 110 cemeteries in that area that were private cemeteries.  
She noted that there were several Commission members who worked on it throughout the 
county over the course of a year, and the materials were turned in and lost.  She stated that 
she had been asking questions through the years and they finally found it stored back in a 
warehouse.  She said she was not sure if the Commission had discussed it or not.  Ms. Price 
responded that they do have the materials in their files and that the previous Planner had 
mapped out their locations on GIS, but noted that it is not on the interactive GIS map for the 
county but on a separate PDF map.  Ms. Price stated that staff has gone that far but was not 
sure if there was more work that Ms. Iseley was interested in doing.  Ms. Iseley stated that 
she did not realize that they had actually mapped them and asked how many did they find.  
Ms. Price stated that she was not sure but believed it was a couple hundred.  Ms. Iseley 
stated that she felt it would be appropriate to go back to old minutes and see what was 
reported at the time and then compare that to what the Planner found.  She added that she 
knows several have been destroyed since then, but that it really needs to be put someplace 
where developers will find it and graves will not be destroyed.  Ms. Iseley added that when 
she was approached about coming back to the Commission she jumped at the opportunity 
because she does not like unfinished things and she is getting to that age in her life where 
she is not sure how many years she has to keep coming and asking if it has been done, but it 
is exciting that some work has been done.  
 
Ms. Friddle asked if there were any questions for Ms. Iseley.  Mr. Cheek asked how many 
seats they were filling. Ms. Price responded that there was one seat at this time.  



 
Ms. Iseley thanked the Commission for their time and left the meeting.  Ms. Friddle thanked 
Mr. Balan for coming, and stated that the way this works is if an applicant is not chosen for 
a vacancy, the application stays on file and the next time there is a vacancy that applicant is 
called up again.  Ms. Price confirmed this and stated that applications stay on file for one 
year.  Ms. Friddle asked Mr. Balan to step out of the room while the board discussed the 
applicants.  
 
Ms. Smith stated that she liked Mr. Balan’s interest and that he is excited about the idea but 
Ms. Iseley is more qualified.  Mr. Mickey added that Ms. Iseley has a work in process. 
 
Motion: Mr. Dalton made a motion to recommend to the County Commissioners that Jane 
Iseley be appointed to the Commission; it was seconded by Mr. Mickey. 
Vote: Unanimously approved. 
 
Resolution of Support for the Extension of the North Carolina State Historic Preservation 
Tax Credits:  Ms. Friddle asked what the procedure was for the resolution. Ms. Price 
reminded the Commission that Ms. Friddle had suggested that the Commission recommend 
that the County Commissioners adopt a resolution in support of extending the historic tax 
credits that are expiring.  Ms. Price stated that Mr. Martin, Planning Manager, suggested 
that the Commission adopt a resolution first, and then send it to the County Commissioners 
for their adoption as well.  Mr. Mickey asked for some background on why the tax credits 
sunset this year. Ms. Price stated that her understanding was that when they were created 
there was a set time period given, and that time period is up. She clarified that she did not 
think the state was withdrawing them, but instead that they were expiring.  Mr. Mickey 
asked so it would not be a controversial thing to have the bill introduced.  Ms. Price stated 
that she did not know if there would be any controversy or not; she added that she knows a 
lot of groups around the state are showing their support for the extension of the tax credits 
because of the economic development that they have incentivized. Ms. Price provided the 
number of tax credit dollars spent to date in Alamance County on residential and 
commercial properties. 
 
Motion: Mr. Cheek made a motion to adopt the Resolution of Support for the Extension of 
the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Tax Credits; it was seconded by Ms. Smith. 
Vote: Unanimously approved. 
 
Comments on Draft Architectural Inventory:  Ms. Price stated that the draft inventory, 
which the Commissioners had been sent ahead of time, was complete with the exception of 
an introduction or preface. In addition, she stated that Jessica Hill, the previous Planner, 
had looked at the draft and suggested that a short history of each township be included in 
the township introductions.  Ms. Friddle stated that it would be nice to have a paragraph or 
two on each, and added that she knows a lot about southern Alamance because she lives 
there, but she does not know a lot about Morton, or Patterson, or some of the other 
townships.  The Commission discussed different community members who would be 
qualified to write these pieces. Mr. Cheek stated that it was his opinion that it would be the 
right thing to do to have more community involvement with the inventory.  The 



Commission members agreed to contact a few different writers to see if they would be 
interested in writing some or all of these pieces. 
 
Ms. Price provided an update that she has been working with the GIS department and they 
have figured out how to link from a historic site survey point on the county GIS website to a 
specific page in the inventory document, so that when this document was done she could 
create those links and update the GIS layer online and users could easily go back and forth 
between the two. 
 
The Commission provided several specific edits to the text of the inventory. 
 
Discuss 2014 Work Plan: Ms. Price stated that in looking through old Commission minutes 
she saw that they were very active back in the day; they were very self-led and had a lot of 
committees doing a lot of different things.  She stated that she felt the committee structure 
might work very well; such as having two or three folks working on local landmarks, two or 
three working on markers, that might be a good way to have those committees working in 
between meetings and bring back reports and work for the entire Commission at the 
monthly meeting.  The Commission discussed local landmarks, potential markers, and 
holding an event for the release of the Architectural Inventory.   
 
Mr. Braxton had to leave the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  Ms. Friddle asked if there were any other 
items that needed a vote before he left. Ms. Price responded that there were none. 
 
The Commission continued their work plan discussion. Ms. Friddle suggested that Woods 
Chapel School might be a good candidate for local landmark designation. Mr. Mickey stated 
that he had been approached about putting up a marker for the Woody Ferry.  The 
Commission members signed up for committees that interested them. 
 
Review 2014 Budget: Ms. Price passed around the previous year’s budget and the 
Commission discussed the possibility of moving the current per diem and mileage 
reimbursement budget into the training budget.  The Commission agreed to decide on this 
at a later date, as they no longer had a quorum. 

 
IV. Old Business 

Pat Bailey Memorial: Ms. Friddle updated the Commission that the Boy Scouts will put up a 
new sign at Bethel School Park and they would be able to put the memorial plaque on that 
sign.  She stated that the Boy Scouts planned to have it done by July and suggested that the 
Commission bring this item back for discussion in May. 

 
V. Announcements & Updates 

Staff Updates:  Ms. Price asked Commission members to mark their calendars for an 
upcoming CLG workshop in Cornelius on Thursday, April 24th, from 9:30-3:30. 
 
Ms. Price stated that the Graham Historic District Commission would be discussing their 
jurisdiction issue at their next meeting, she planned to attend to answer any questions they 
had, and hoped to bring a resolution on that issue to the next HPC meeting. 



 
Ms. Price noted that several people have mentioned properties that they would like to add 
to the historic inventory; she informed the Commission that properties need to be 
surveyed officially by a consultant to add them to the inventory.  She stated that since it has 
been over ten years since the last survey, the Commission could request a CLG grant for an 
inventory update next year.  
 
Ms. Price passed out updated marker inventory sheets for the board notebooks and a 
catalog of the historic resources available in the HPC library for members to check out. Ms. 
Price passed around an informational sheet about an Emancipation Proclamation Traveling 
Exhibit in Caswell County. 

 
Commissioner Announcements: There were none. 

 
VI. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Aspen Price 
Clerk to Alamance County Historic Properties Commission 
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