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Alamance County Board of Health 
Burlington, NC  27217 

 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020, 6:30 pm 

Professional Board Room 
(meal will be served at 6:00 pm) 

 
Board of Health Regular Meeting 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions – Dr. Annette Wilson, Chair 
II. Public Comments 
III. Approval of the Agenda- Dr. Annette Wilson, Chair 
IV. Approval of items on Consent Agenda- Dr. Annette Wilson, Chair 

A. December 17, 2019 Board of Health Minutes 
B. Personnel Report 

V. Budget Amendments and Transfers- Ms. Janna Elliott 
VI. Second Quarter Financial Report- Ms. Janna Elliott 
VII. New Business 

A. Request to Approve Changes to Influenza Policy- Ms. Gayle Shoffner 
VIII. Old Business 

A. Board of Health Applicants- Dr. Annette Wilson 
IX. Environmental Health Report– Mr. Carl Carroll 
X. Children’s Dental Health Center Report- Dr. George Ackall 
XI. WIC Report- Ms. Nicole Alston 
XII. Personal Health Report – Ms. Gayle Shoffner 
XIII. Medical Director Report- Dr. Kimberly Newton 
XIV. Health Director Report- Ms. Stacie Saunders 
XV. Other 
XVI. Adjournment 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
ALAMANCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
Minutes 

 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Health 

 
January 21, 2020 

 
The Alamance County Board of Health met at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2020, in the 
Professional Board Room at the Human Services Center located at 319-B North Graham-Hopedale 
Road, Burlington, North Carolina. 
 
The following board members were present: Chair Dr. Annette Wilson, Vice Chair Mr. Troy King, Dr. 
Karin Minter, Mr. Richard Blanchard, Dr. Robby Osborn, Ms. Marielena Castaneda, and Ms. Eleanor 
Rodriguez Rassi 
  
The following staff members were present:  Ms. Stacie Saunders, Ms. Janna Elliott, Dr. George Ackall, 
Mr. Carl Carroll, Ms. Becky Rosso, Ms. Arlinda Ellison, Ms. Nicole Alston, Ms. Gayle Shoffner, and Dr. 
Kimberly Newton.  
 
The following new staff members were present: Megan Watkins, Meghan Byrd, Sarah Richardson and 
Dallas Summers. 
 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 
Board of Health Chair, Dr. Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Board of health members 
and staff introduced themselves. 
 
II. Public Comments 
No public comments were made. 

 
III. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Mr. Troy King made a motion to approve the agenda. Dr. Osborn seconded the motion 
and the board approved the motion unanimously.  
 
IV. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  

A. December 17, 2019 Board of Health Minutes 
B. Personnel Report 

 
Dr. Osborn made a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda. Ms. Rodriguez-
Rassi seconded the motion and the board approved the motion unanimously.  
 
V. Budget Amendments and Transfers  
Ms. Janna Elliott presented two budget amendments. The first was performance management spending 
request for $132,500 for the purposes of purchasing the electronic medical record software Epic and 
technology needs. The second budget amendment was an Environmental Health FDA Grant for training 
to advance the goals of the Retail Program Standards, participation in state Food Protection Task Force 
Activities and small projects that advance and maintain conformance with one or more Standards. 
Mr. King made a motion to approve the budget amendments as presented. Dr. Minter 
seconded the motion and the board approved the motion unanimously.  
 
 



VI. Second Quarter Financial Report 
Ms. Janna Elliott presented the second quarter financial report for FY 19/20. This report included all 
line items for revenue, expenses and percentage used in the second quarter for the health budget, WIC 
budget and dental budget.  
 
VII. New Business 

A. Request to Approve Changes to Influenza Policy 
Ms. Saunders shared that the policy will need to be tabled. She shared that it is written in the policy 
that the EMS Medical Director will review all medical exemption, and there have been emails back 
and forth between health department staff and EMS Medical Director staff to come to an appropriate 
solution to that. Ms. Shoffner discussed the rest of the changes to the policy. The major changes to the 
policy is recommending that all staff get the flu vaccine annually, flu vaccine must be received by 
November 15, declination form to be provided to the supervisor and all unvaccinated employees shall 
wear a mask during the flu season while in the presence of staff and clients. Dr. Osborn asked what the 
client perspective is with employees wearing masks. Ms. Shoffner stated that in the personal health 
clinics it has not been an issue because most personal health staff have been vaccinated, but currently 
the masks are not being implemented because per the current policy it is not required.  
Dr. Minter requested that there be some education to employees about the policy change before it goes 
into effect because of the big change to this policy. Ms. Saunders shared that at the December staff 
meeting it was discussed that changes would be made to the policy, and after the board of health 
approves the policy it will be sent out to all staff with changes stated. Dr. Wilson stated that the policy 
changes are in the best interest of the patients and staff at the health department.  
The policy will be brought back to a future board of health meeting for approval. 

 
VIII. Old Business 

A. Board of Health Applicants 
Dr. Wilson reviewed the applications that have been received for the pharmacist and two for the general 
public position. Dr. Wilson appointed an interview committee consisted of: Dr. Wilson, Mr. Blanchard, 
Dr. Osborn and Mr. King. This committee will interview Tim Woody and Tracy Salisbury before the next 
board of health meeting.  
Dr. Osborn made a motion to table the pharmacist applicant. Ms. Rodriguez-Rassi 
seconded the motion and the board approved it unanimously.  
 
IX. Environmental Health Update 
Mr. Carl Carroll will be serving as interim environmental health director for a few months. He shared 
that about a year ago, there were two staff members with less than five years of experience in 
Environmental Health. Now there are ten staff members with less than five years of experience in their 
role, and Mr. Carroll is impressed with all of the new staff and their skills at environmental health. Mr. 
Carroll reported that food and lodging staff completed 100% of inspections for the year, so 
environmental health should be receiving extra funds from other counties who did not complete their 
food and lodging inspections. Mr. Carter had requested that the GIS Presentation that was done for the 
Environmental Health sub-committee be shown to the commissioners, which was done in January by 
Becky Rosso from Environmental Health. Mr. Carroll shared that an engineering firm and geologist 
were also at the commissioners meeting and gave kudos to the health department for performing water 
samples over the years for homes surrounding the closed out landfill.   
 
X. Children’s Dental Health Center Report 
Dr. Ackall reported that the dental van that he reported on at a prior board of health meeting fell 
through, but he will continue search for other vans and follow up with potential sellers.  
 
XI. WIC Update 
Ms. Nicole Alston will be attending the board of health meetings quarterly to provide a WIC update. She 
shared that a caseload is assigned per the state and the individual counties are to reach at least 97% of 
that caseload. Ms. Alston shared that as of July 2019 Alamance has been able to meet their assigned 
caseload and the most current number 98.81% of their assigned caseload. She shared that the state WIC 



director reported that the state will use participation levels to determine fiscal year 20/21 allocations. 
Dr. Wilson asked what the barriers were for participation in WIC. Ms. Alston shared that transportation 
is a huge issue for clients, but what has helped is that WIC participants are now able to do nutrition 
education online and WIC staff are able to issue benefits remotely.  
 
XII. Personal Health Update 
Ms. Shoffner shared that on January 8, 2020 staff training on Nalaxone was completed. The training 
went well with much staff participation and interest. The next steps will be to work with each section to 
develop distribution plans and logistics.   
Ms. Shoffner discussed that frequent meetings are being held between Cone Epic and health department 
staff. Staff trainings for EPIC will begin in February/March and go live is planned for early April 2020. 
  
XIII. Medical Director’s Report 
Dr. Newton shared that there are eight active Centering groups currently. The Standard of Care 
taskforce has written up recommendations and the final version will soon be ready for health director 
review. The health department has a Centering Pregnancy trainer on staff, and she will be conducting 
an in house Centering training at the end of January. 
Dr. Newton stated that there is an STD billing audit revisit scheduled for February 28 to follow up on 
the corrective action plan.  
Dr. Newton shared that she is participating in an eleven month leadership program through Cone 
Health to help develop leadership skill sets. 
 
XIV. Health Director’s Report 
Ms. Saunders updated the board about the mumps outbreak at Elon University. She stated that there 
are still 15 confirmed cases and that one incubation period has ended for mumps and the second 
incubation period will be up at the end of January. She stated that when two incubation periods have 
ended, the outbreak is deemed to be officially over.  
Ms. Saunders discussed the emerging novel Coronavirus. She shared that Dr. Zack Moore, the state 
epidemiologist, will be at the health director meetings and will be providing guidance. Ms. Saunders 
said that an important question for all providers to ask is “have you traveled out of the country”. This 
question was implemented during the Ebola outbreak and continues to be asked at the health 
department. 
Ms. Saunders shared that Elon University expressed gratitude to the health department staff over the 
past few weeks including letters from President Book and Jon Dooley. The board was in favor of drafting 
a letter to Elon University from the board of health to express their appreciation for their partnership. 
Ms. Saunders reported that Sheriff Johnson participated in a press conference in Raleigh urging 
Medicaid Expansion. 
Ms. Saunders shared that the state budget still has not passed. She said that she will be providing 
updates throughout the coming months about NCALHD legislative priorities. Ms. Saunders shared that 
the CMS 1115 Healthy Opportunity pilots continues since request for proposals went out prior to 
Medicaid expansion suspension. This program would cover evidence-based non-medical services that 
address specific social needs linked to health/health outcomes. Ms. Saunders shared that Alamance was 
invited to participate in region 2, which includes Cone Health. 
Ms. Saunders reminded the board about upcoming events:  

• Opioid Forum that is taking place on February 26 8am-11am at the new Lambs Chapel 
• Alamance Partnership for Children Early Childhood Summit on January 30 11:30am-1pm 
• Racial Equity Institute will be coming to the health department for the groundwater 

presentation on May 13 1pm-4pm  
Ms. Saunders updated the board that she was not able to fulfill the request to participate on the Elon 
anti-vaccination panel.  
 
XV. Other 
No other business was discussed. 
 
XVI. Adjournment 



With no further business discussed, at 7:42 pm Dr. Minter made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting. Mr. Blanchard seconded the motion and the board approved the motion 
unanimously.  
 
 

 
___________________________________ 
Dr. Annette Wilson, Chair 
  

 
___________________________________ 
Ms. Stacie Turpin Saunders, Secretary 
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