
SNOW CAMP ZONING ORDINANCE
INFORMATION SHEET

AGRICULTURAL (AG)
The purpose of the Agricultural zoning district is to support the rural 
economy and protect concentrations of agricultural operations and 
prime farmland from impacts of dispersed residential development and 
heavy industrial uses.

A zoning ordinance is being drafted for the Snow Camp area of Alamance County, building on 
recommendations from the recently adopted Alamance County Land Development Plan. Currently, Alamance 
County is among only a few counties without zoning in North Carolina. Through the new zoning ordinance, 
the County will have more tools through which to control development. This is help reduce conflicts between 
existing agriculture, residential development, and proposed high-impact land uses (such as heavy industrial 
uses). It will provide flexibility within the districts while managing growth and preserving County character. RURAL RESIDENTIAL (R1)

The purpose of the Rural Residential zoning district is to encourage 
residential development that is compatible with existing agricultural 
operations, forestry activities, and low-density residential uses. This 
district is located in rural areas with limited public services and seek to 
protect the environment, preserve farmland, and foster the continued 
enjoyment of rural life. It allows and encourages low-density residential 
development with incentives for small-scale subdivisions designed in a 
way that reduces impacts on agricultural and natural resources.

INDUSTRIAL (I)
The Industrial zoning district is established to accommodate industrial 
development and associated land uses including manufacturing, large-
scale utility operations, mining, distribution, and other similar land uses 
that produce objectionable levels of aesthetic impact, traffic, noise, 
odors, vibrations, fumes, light, smoke, and/or other impacts upon the 
adjacent lands. It is anticipated that rezonings for heavy industrial uses 
in this district will have to get a Special Use Permit and go through a 
more formal approval process than is currently required.   

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICTS

RURAL BUSINESS (RB)
The purpose of the Rural Business zoning district is to support small-
scale commercial, retail, and service uses serving the needs of rural 
crossroads and historically commercial areas of the County. In general, 
activity is concentrated near thoroughfares or major crossroads.

What is “Split Zoning”?  On the Draft Zoning Map there are a number of 
properties identified as candidates for Split Zoning. A portion of these properties 
may have a commercial or industrial use that may be zoned RB or I. Expansion of 
these uses may require rezoning and approval by the Board of Commissioners.
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HOW WILL ZONING AFFECT 
MY BUSINESS?

HOW WILL ZONING AFFECT 
AGRICULTURAL LANDS?

HOW WILL ZONING AFFECT 
MY PROPERTY?

When the ordinance is adopted, all properties 
within the area will be designated as 
belonging to one of the proposed districts. 
For most properties, the new zoning district is 
appropriate for the current use on the property. 
For these properties, there will no be impact. 

Though districts were drawn with regard to 
existing uses, it is normal that some of the new 
districts will differ slightly from the current use, 
creating a ‘non-conforming use.’  There will 
be provisions in the ordinance that allow non-
conforming uses to continue within the existing 
footprint of current operations. Significant 
expansions of uses, particularly commercial or 
industrial uses, may require a rezoning and/or 
the an approval of a permit. 

Note: Bonafide farms are exempt from zoning 
per state law. The new Snow Camp Zoning 
Ordinance will not have any impact on existing 
agricultural operations. 

HOW WILL ZONING AFFECT HIGH-IMPACT USES?

The new zoning Ordinance is tool that will better guide the location and design of new heavy industrial land 
uses such as quarries, mining, manufacturing, outdoor storage,  and landfills. Current County regulations 
require these types of developments to meet certain criteria to be permitted. Currently very limited approvals 
are required by the Board of Commissioners for these uses. This ordinance 
will allow more discretion from the Board of Commissioners for certain high-
impact land uses. This approval may be in the form of a rezoning and/
or the approval of a Special Use Permit.    The ordinance will also protect 
neighboring properties by requiring buffers between new high-impact uses 
and neighboring properties. 

As can be seen by the proposed map most 
of the land in the study area will be zoned 
Agricultural. Agricultural operations are 
exempt from most zoning per state law. This 
ordinance is aimed at further protecting  
agricultural operations by reducing the 
density of residential subdivisions and 
discouraging heavy industrial land uses in 
agricultural areas. Currently these types 
of developments have to meet only basic 
criteria and require very limited approvals by 
the Board of Commissioners. 

Most existing businesses will be assigned 
a zoning district that is appropriate for the 
current use of the property. Regardless of 
zoning classification there will be provisions 
in the ordinance that allow non-coforming 
uses to continue operations as they were. 
Any future expansion or significant change in 
operations of non-conforming uses will need 
to conform to the standards of the Ordinance.  
There are also provisions for home-based 
businesses in the Snow Camp Area. The goal 
is to create a flexible ordinance that allows  
for businesses that have been in operation to 
continue and provide options for expansion. 


